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EXECTIVE ORDER IN RESPONSE TO ORTHOPOX OL{]TBRI"AK

WIIEREAS, 1llinois Statc authoritics, as well as the Uniled States
C'enters for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Wisconsin State
aulharities, have determined that an indelerminate number of prairie dogs
held by an exotic pet distributor in [llinois have been infected or may have
becn infectod with an orthopox virus, which virus has been delermined by
the C'NC 1o be monkeypox or a closely-related infectious agent:

WIEREAS, {hese prairie dogs have been held in close proximity with
other animals of numerous specics, some of which may be susceptible (0
infection with orthopox viruses, and these animals include Gambian rats
which previously have been associated with transmission of orthopox
viruses:

WHEREAS, a number of prairie dogs and other animals from the pet
distributor in question have been transported in recent weeks (o various
uther distributors, retailers and purchasers of exotic pets in 1llinois and
throughout the United States, through in-person sale (ransactions, pel swap
cvenls, internct sale transactions and other means;
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WIHEREAS. in recent days there bave been 12 hurnan illnesses i
Wisconsin and | human iliness in Ulinois, in which the individuals have
exhibited symploms consislent with an orthopox virus;

WHIREAS, the CDC has conduciled laboratory testing indicating that
centain of these human cases have monkeypox or a closcly-related infectious
agent;

WHEREAS, there is reliable information that some of these
individuals have had contact with prairie dogs fram the exotic pet dealership
in question;

WHEREAS, there previously have been no known human cases of
monkeypox in the United Stales;

WHEREAS, monkeypox and other orthopox viruses are known (o be
contagious between and among certain animals and humans;
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WEHEREAS, monkeypox can cause scrious heman illness, and in
some cases can be fatal; and

® WHEREAS. il is necessary and appropriate for the State of Mlinois
immediately 1o take measures to protect the public’s health in response to i
this orthopox outhreak.

THERETFORE, by the powers vested in mce as the Govemnor of the State \
of Minois, 1 order the following:

1. The lineis Department of Pablic Health (IDH), in consultation with
“the Ilinvis Department of Agriculture, is directed immediately to:

(a) Develop and implement a plan for handling animals in Illinois who
are or may have been infecled with or exposed to the orthopox virus,
[ ) such plan to include provisions, as appropriate, for the quarantine,
isolation or other disposition of such animals, in order to protect
. public heatbth; effective immediately, the following is prohibited in
lllinois with respect to prairie dogs or Ganmbian rats until IDPH
determines that the threat to the public heaith no longer exists: i
importation, sale or distribution, public display or any other activity ,
that could result in unnecessary human contact. i
(b) Develop and implement a plan for evaluating the presence of
orthopox virus and related intectious material in facilities and -
equipment that has housed or is housinng animals that are or may have
heen infected with or exposed to the orthopox virus, and to
impiement a plan for appropriate handling and disposition of such
equipment and facililies.
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2. IOPH is further dirccted immediately to undertake all necessary and
appropriate epidemiological investigation and analysis, and other
communicable disease precaulions and measures as are appropriate to
respond to this orthopax virus outbreak, in order to protect the public
health.

3. All other state agencies, including without limitation the [llinois State
IPolice, the Minois Emergency Management Agency, and the Illinois
¢’ tEnvironmental Protection Agency, are directed to cooperate and assist in
the implementation of this Executive Order.

This Iixecutive Qrder is effective immediately upon filing with the Secretary i

of State. _
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