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I~XE(:T[VF. ORDi!:R IN RESPONSr.: "r'o ORTIIOPOX otiTBREAK ;,

\

i

..WI IEltEAS, Illinois Statc authorities, as wcll as thc lJt)ilcd Slates ;
(~:cnters for I:)isease Control and Prevention (CDC) and WiscI:ln$in Slate ;
3l1thnritie-", have determined that an indeterminate number ofpr.lirie uOg8 i'
held hy an exotic pct dishibulor in Illinois have been infected or m"y havc ~
bt:cll inrCl:tt;lj with !In orthopo,x vinJ,." which virus has been delemlincd by ~

111C (:~I)(:: to bc mO1\kcYl10x or a cl()-"cly-rclated il\fcctious agent;

WH[~Rr,AS, tI\ese prairie dogs have been held in close proximity with
othcr animClls of 1l\1111erOUS specics, some t,r ",hich mny bc susccptiblc lO ;

" infection ",ith orthopox viruses, and thesc CllumClls includc Gambi,1tl filtS ':
w.hich rreviou~ly have been a~,~ocjated wit:\ tran~mis~jon of orthopox i
Vlru",e~: .

WHI~ltr~AS, ~ number orprairie dogs an(1 other al\imals rrom the pct .
di.';tril'lulur in (jlJcstiofl have becn transpurtcd in rccenl wceks to v:lriolls :
t)thcr lliRtributors. retailers and purchascr~ or exotic pct~ in Illinois and ;

thr(lugh(Jut lhc tJnitcd Slatcs, through iT\-J>crson salc transactions, pcl swap ;
cvcnt$. il\lcrl\Cl s:\lc lr~'lsaCli(lns ;\J1~1 ol.llcr 111c:ms; ;

WHEREAS. in reccl\t days Iherc \13vc bccn 12 humtl'l1 illncsscs in
WiSl:(m~in .1Ilt! I hUlllC\n illness in Illinois, in which the illdividuals ha\'e :
e~hjbil.ed SY"1ploms consisl.cnt with an ortnopox virus; ;

..
W H I':R.EAS, the (~Dc.~ has conducle.d laboratory testing indicatirlg that

ccrt~lin of the~e hum~\l cases have monkey"ox or a cl\)scly-rclatcll infectious ;

agcn l;

WH[II~I:~AS, Ihct'c is rcliilble infollllCltioll that some of these
illdivilluals I\ave had cl"Jntact with prairie dogs from I,hl; exotic pet deCllership

in qoestit'n;

" WH[;,Rr~!\.S, there previnusly havc l)ccn no kll~)W.ll human cascs of

1\IOllkc)'poX in tl1C tJllilcd Stalc~;

WI.II.~r~(',AS, mol\keypox and other I)rthopox viro~es are knownlo he
conlngillllS bclwccn <llld among cel'lain anjmal~ ~'nll hum,ms;
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WH._~J~J~:"S, n'lorlkeypox can causc scrjou~ hurnan illness, and in :

I

Sl1me <.~a,5es can be ftll.,II; and I

I

-Wl-IERI:::AS, it is ncce~sal'Y and appropriate for thc State of Illinois ~. ,

imnJediC\tely to take measurcs to protect tile IJub.lic's health in response to i
this ortllOpoX outhreak- :

,
i

TH1~R EfiOI~ E, by the powers vested in mc a~ the Governor of the State !

of Illinois, I order the following: ~
,
f

I. l'hc 1IIIn(li~ Dcpartmellt of Public 11enltll (IDPH), in consult!lt.ion with l'

thc Illinoi~ Department or Agriculf:urc, is direcl,cd irnmcdiately to: ;
,
j

(a) Develop and implement tI plCln for haTldling animals inllJinois who tI
are or may hClve bcen infcclcd with or exposed to the onhopox virus, ~,

..~uch plan to include provisions, as appropriate, for the quarantine, -!

iSO.l(ltioll ()f oi'hcr (Iisposition otsueh aniTnal5, in order to protect ';

public hcalt'h; errcctivc immediately, tl1e following i!' prohibited in j,
Illin()i~ with respcct to prairie dogs or Gambian rats until JDPH :

clcterllline~ that the threat to the public health 110 lollger exists:

importation, snlc or distribution, public display or ~n.y Olhcr activity

that could result il1unnecessary human conlact. i'(b) Develop and implement. a plan for evaluating the presence or '

orlhopox virus and related illtectious material in facililies and' :
" equipment that has housed or is housing animals thClt are or 11lay havc ;,

heen infected with or exposed to the ol1hopox virus, and to :

implement a plan for appropriate handling Clnd disposition (If such !'
equipment and facilities, r

2. IOPH is furlher <.1irccte<.1 immediately to unllertake all necessary and :

appropriate epidemiological investigation and analysis, and other j

communicable disease precautions alld measures as are appropriate to :

respond to tl1i!' ()rthopox virus outbreak, iT' order to protect the public :
11enllh, .

3. All other stale agencie!', illcludillg wilhc.)ut limilatior11he tllinoig State !
Police, the rllinois Emergency Management Agency, and the Illinois :

..1~:nv;rQnlllental ProtectioTl Agency) are directed to cooperate alld assist in

the implemenla"ic.m (:,fthis ,Executive Ol:der. (

';
Thi~ r~xe.cutjvc Ordcr is cffectivE: immediately upon filing witll the Secretary i

-'
ot SlAle. '
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